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IN ANY CASE, I SUSPECT HE'S. 
ACTING NO MORE IRRESPONSIBLY 
THAN ONE OF US MIGHT IF HE 
HAD THE MASK. 


1? WHAT, 
EXACTLY, DO YOU PROPOSE. 
WE TELL THE POLICE--THAT 
OUR FRIEND HAS A 
p MAGIC MASK PLEASE. 
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NOT NICE I MIGHT 

JUST TAKE HIM 
AWAY. 


«POLICE SOURCES SAY 
aa BHAT A SUSPECT MATCHING 
THE “BIG-HEAP” KILLER'S 
DESCRIPTION HASBEEN 

: ARRESTED. 


OKAY, 
IF YOU THINK 
WALTER AND. 
ME AIN'T PALS, 
ZL SHOW 
YOu. 


WALTER! 
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MOUTH, AND I CAN'T 
GET $250 FOR AGIG 
WITH MY BAND. I NEE 
THAT MASK, 
MAN. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
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The Mask Strikes Back rocks on as Ben takes his turn as Big-Head. 
It's a magical, musical tour de force as The Mask jams out at the Kamikaze 
Klub, and Walter shows up to heckle in his own undeniable way! 


YOU LIKE US. 
YOU REALLY, REALLY 
LIKE US! 


of ail of the other comics you 
holy moley, there are a ton a’ 

), you chose The Mask #2, and, well, 
and fuzzy ail over. Thanks. Don't 
know what we'd do without ya. 

we sent black-and-white previews of The 
of people whose names we pulled 
fers columns, the F.B.1.'s most 


from other Dark Horse k 
wanted list, and the audience of a recent "Rick! Lake” 
show, and yowza, look at what we got...! 


Dear Michael and the Dark Riders: 

First of all, let me thank you for sending me one of 
your preview copies of “The Mask Strikes Back,” the first 
issue of your upcoming ongoing series. 

Down here in France, The Mask (the movie) has been 
a huge success, judging from the time it stayed in the- 
atres...and I was so proud to tell everyone | know that it 
was “merely” an adaptation from a comic book pub- 
lished for years in the U.S.A. Although | liked the movie a 
lot (very “Averyesque’!), | prefer what John Arcudi and 
Doug Mahnke have done since they “recreated” the 
characters and the whole series. And being an avid 
reader of your Comics’ Greatest World line as well, | 
appreciate the other works of Arcudi and Mahnke. 

John Arcudi defined The Mask and his Modus 
Operandi (a mega-crazy Wile Coyote...sort of!) through- 


out the earlier Mask limited series, so it was no big sur- 
prise to see him handle the script so nicely, Putting all 
the elements and characters on the set for the next four 
issues to come. The return of Walter was foreseeable, 
but—as in a Tex Avery cartoon—t’s logical to see him 
coming back for more. The same characters and att- 
tudes, other places and situations: that is what makes this 
book so fun! 

The actual change in this series from the earlier came 
from the art. Every reader of The Mask has been, | guess, 
able to notice that with each passing issue, Doug 
Mahnke's drawings became more and more mature. He 
actually visually defined what The Mask is (along j with t 9 
environment), and his cartoony style, combined | 
ability to draw more realistic situations pale 
series perfectly. 

Keith Williams’ inking gives Doug Mahnke's pencils a 
darker feeling than when Doug inked himself earlier, 
and It also makes them moodier. 

By the way, this story keeps the unique crazi 
freshness | like so much, as well as very dynamic 
telling. Arcudi and Mahnke are to my liking, the ultir 
team to chronicle The Mask's adventures, 

So...? U guessed it: | loved the book...but | intend to be 
surprised and thrilled by the visions other authors might 


ind 
ate 


have to offer Mister Green Skull. 
Sincerely, from down here in! France, 
Thierry Mornet 
3 Avenue des Frenes 
Residence du Chateau 


77000 Vaux le Penil, France 


Dear Mr. Eury: 
I'll start by saying | probably would not have picked 
up The Mask #1. | have not read any (either?) of his earli- 
er appearances. | didn't even see the movie. While | love 
Looney Tunes as much as the next kid at.heart, The Mask 
has seemed too hyperactive and leering for my taste 

buds and wallet. 

However, you enlisted three of today’s finest comic- 
book creators to work on this storyline (the letterer 
ain't bad elther—see last panel, page 9) and | have 
been intrigued. 

John Arcudi has already won my respect with his work 
on Barb Wire. | found all his characterization clever 
spontaneity present in The Mask #1. | pr 
porting characters | met in this issue were play 
preceding series. But their personalities are so: 
delineated in the dialogue that they became familiar 
very quickly. Does Arcudi hang out with real people 
when he's not writing funny books? 

As well as Arcudi scripts skinny geeks, so do Doug 
Mahnke and Keith Williams draw them, and everything 
else, deftly and with a style that holds everything togeth- 
er without calling too much attention to itself. And I've 
NEVER seen a door slammed with the force that that 
door was slammed with on the top of page 9. 

This is a comic book, however, and the writing and 
art shouldn't be considered separately; these guys 
make it difficult to even try. Arcudi and Mahnke have 
woven their contributions into one entertainingly 
ous and hilarious story. The pages are rich with de 


not one of which I can tell whether to credit the writer or 
artist for. Starting immediately, from the panel-to-panel 
progressions on the very first page, the reader can't 
help but be drawn into the world Arcudi and Mahnke 
have carefully crafted. | love the tweeting bird that 
comes crashing down with Big-Head on page 12. | love 
the realistic signs at Bunyan’s Big and Tall store on page 
13. | don't know WHAT | think of Archie's specs hanging 
from Big-Head's teeth, but | appreciate the thought that 
went into depicting them there (“Sweet Mother 
MacCree, you should have SEEN your FACES!"). The 
“reality” this craftsmanship creates emphasizes the 
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seductive, lerr 


the mystique and unpred 


uproariousness of an animated (to say the least) char- with it. But we Mask p: 
acter come to life in a physical world. upcoming story 
1 do have some questions... ' 


1) Mahnke and Williams take so much care in draw- 
Ing the supporting characters that | can't be sure they're 
not modeled after real people. Were any of these char- 
acters in the movie? Whatever the answer, the artists do 
a great job of drawing them consistently in every panel 
and from all angles. 

2) The exchange on the bottom of page 14 led me to 
wonder if we are to understand that Lieutenant Kellaway 
was Big-Head in the previous storyline. 

3) lam very curious about the origin of the mask Itself. 
| assume not too much of this origin has yet been 
revealed. | get the feeling the mask comes from a pre- 
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Columbian Native American culture, and that it imbues | mean, besides the fact that it’s written by 
In the donner of the mask the spirit of the Trickster-God, a moron...it ome e, that's what! You 
doing so in the contemporary language and iconogra- er he g that differenti 
phy of rebellion and anarchy. | would really like to see fe olumns. If Barb 
how this manifested in earlier eras, but hope it would be N and Grendel 
rendered from the frame of mind of the era visited, | end and Superman's 
wouldn't want to see The Mask as we know him with a tr- > “Letters to Lois 
corn hat simply thrown on top. The Mask we have thus and Lana,” then the C of the United 
seen Is a product of our age. How would William Blake s should c inly give us that right. 
look and act if he put on the mask? The same, but differ- oblem is, we thought and thought about 
ent. Also, this character type in popular culture Is almost but d lank. So it's up to YOU. 
always female. | wonder why. Can a woman wear the ting: a CONTEST! Name this let: 
mask? If so, what would she be like? s column, and y Mask prizes! 
If you find any of these last kinds of questions interest- Really. No ‘ou'll help us out, get some 


Ing and try to answer them in this new series, AND have ol stuff, anc our name in print. t 
fun with it, count me in. Especially if creators as sharp as > 
Arcudi and Mahnke keep showing up to play. 


Yours sincerely, your sugg 
Jonathan Thayer pag 
277 W. 10 St. #9G. 


New York, NY 10014 "4 A Cla 


P.S. Thanks very much for the preview copy! Please keep 
me in mind in the future and I'll try to give you my con- 
sidered reactions. Dark Horse reigns! 


Contest 


Howdy 


Dark Horse Comics 
6 SE Main St 
Milwaukie, OR 97222 
is April 15, 1995—the 
same day the Tax Man gets ya! 


And be fc title “Mask Mail 
is too inspired to use, so don't 
suggest it. Please. Thanks. $ 


ally created by Doug Mahnke (known In some parts of 
e world as “Dead Monkey”). But Archie, Rick, 
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